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equality has been accepted, the resultant actions would
involve a revision of the unilateral kinship principle.
As I shall show, the transmission of property is a part
of the reciprocal relation between generations ; the
obligation of supporting the old, in a society where
that responsibility falls upon the children, cannot be
equally shared by sons and daughters under the present
system of patrilocal marriage. Therefore the bilateral
inheritance combined with unilateral affiliation creates
inequality between the sexes. Seen in this light, the
consequences of the legislation are obviously contrary
to expectation (IV-6).

A definition of situation sometimes may be accurate
but not complete. In the silk industry, for instance,
the reformers have defined the situation mainly in
technical terms. The omission of the factor of inter-
national trade in the decline of the price of silk had
resulted m their failure for many years to fulfil their
promise to the villagers of big incomes from the
industry (XII-8).

An adequate definition of situation, if it is to organize
successful actions and attain the desired end, must be
reached through a careful analysis of the functions of
the social institutions, in relation to the need that they
purport to satisfy and in relation to other institu-
tions on which their working depends. This is the
work of a social scientist. Social science therefore
should play an important role in directing cultural
change.

The need of such knowledge has become more and
more urgent in China because the country cannot
afford to waste any more of her wealth and energy in
making mistakes. The fundamental end is evident;
it is the satisfaction of the basic requirements common